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And so his efforts multiplied
That Saladin now authorized
A truce upon these terms devised:
He asked that Ascalon, whose fort
Did greatly hinder him and thwart
His kingdom's power, should be torn down.
And none should fortify the town
For three years. After that, he who
Could do so might rebuild anew.                                         11,780
And Jaffa should be fortified
And by the Christians occupied.
All the remainder of the plain
Between the mountains and the main,
Where nobody now dwelt, should be
By honest truce made clear and free;
interview with him, but Saphadin was sick and could not grant it. These negotiations
had taken place through envoys on August i and 2. After the failure of these negotia-
tions there was a renewal of hostilities, during which time Saladin was strengthened by
the arrival of reinforcements from Mosul and from Egypt, while Richard was weak-
ened by the illness which was upon him. The king "constantly sent messengers to the
sultan for fruit and snow, for all the while he was ill he had a great longing for pears
and peaches." The messengers who delivered the fruit took the occasion to spy out
carefully the conditions of the Christian camp, so that Saladin was well informed as to
the enemy. On August 24 the Moslem council decided to attack Jaffa in force on the
morrow. Then, just as the advance scouts were reconnoitering the city, Abu Bekr ap-
peared in the camp with renewed offers from Richard. The king, he reported, would
accept compensation for Ascalon (which had been the offer he refused earlier). His
one desire was that he should be allowed to save his face and his honor among his own
people; Saladin could easily reconquer any lands ceded, but Richard could not return
to his own country without a treaty which seemed to give him the victory. Impressed
by these words, Saladin dispatched Saphadin to Richard on Friday, August 28, au-
thorizing him to make peace, but only on condition that Richard surrender Ascalon.
That same day Bedr ed Din Dolderon reported that an embassy headed by Huat
(Hubert Walter) had sought him with offers of peace. They went so far as to relin-
quish all claims for compensation for the expenses of Ascalon. On Saturday Dolderon
was able to report to Saphadin that Richard would agree to the terms previously of-
fered him, although at first he had insisted that he had not authorized the relinquishing
of the claims for compensation. The terms were submitted to Saladin on Sundayj the
next day (August 31) the sultan held a council and a convention was finally drawn
up. The last item to be settled was the status of Ramleh which was at length parti-
tioned. The treaty was signed Wednesday, September 2, and was to be valid for three
years j Saphadin signed for his brother while Henry of Champagne and Balian d'Ibelin
signed for Richard, who was too sick to affix his own signature.